Learning English through Poems and Songs


Quick Quiz: “As X as Y” Expressions
Expressions with the construction “as x as y” are commonly used to highlight the quality of the subject, which is described as “x” (an adjective) and compared to “y” (a noun or noun phrase), e.g. “Kung fu fighting is as fast as lightning”.

1. Complete the expressions below using the words in the box.
	houses
	gold
	nails
	the wind
	the grave

	dirt
	a bee
	a peacock
	a horse
	a feather


(a) as busy as ____________
(b) as proud as ____________
(c) as good as ____________
(d) as hungry as ____________
(e) as hard as ____________
(f) as safe as ____________
(g) as silent as ____________
(h) as free as ____________
(i) as light as ____________
(j) as cheap as ____________
2. Match the adjectives on the left with the noun/noun phrases on the right to form more “as x as y” expressions.
	dull
	(
	
	(
	an ox

	happy
	(
	
	(
	a dodo 3

	pretty
	(
	
	(
	a lark 4

	strong
	(
	
	(
	pie

	warm
	(
	
	(
	ditchwater

	mad
	(
	
	(
	a hatter 5

	dead
	(
	
	(
	a fiddle 6

	fit 1
	(
	
	(
	a fruit cake

	nutty 2
	(
	
	(
	toast

	easy
	(
	
	(
	a picture


1fit: well

2nutty: crazy

3dodo: an extinct bird
4lark: a songbird

5hatter: someone who makes hats

6fiddle: violin

	Teacher’s Notes

Teachers might like to use this as an extension activity for “Kung Fu Fightin’” in Part 4 (pages S61 to S62 and T53 to T54). 
If students have little or no previous knowledge of the ten common “as x as y” expressions in  question 1, you might like to ask them to think about the qualities of the objects in the box and see which adjective in (a) to (j) matches each of them best.
Students could be further challenged with the additional expressions in question 2. Teachers may wish to point out that the connection between “x” and “y” may not be immediately apparent. For example, there is a word play on the double meaning of the word “nutty” in the expression “as nutty as a fruit cake”. While the word could be used to describe a fruit cake that is “full of nuts”, the other sense of the word, “crazy”, is adopted in the expression instead. In “as mad as a hatter”, as another example, students may wonder why a hat maker is used to represent “madness”. The fact that mercury was often used in hat making in the earlier days and that hat makers suffering from mercury poisoning would have mood swings or aggressive behaviour would help students to make sense of the expression. Students should therefore be encouraged to be imaginative and to find out the origins of the expressions from the Internet or other learning resources so as to better understand and apply the expressions creatively and appropriately.
Suggested answers:

(a)

as busy as a bee
(b)

as proud as a peacock
(c)

as good as gold
(d)

as hungry as a horse
(e)

as hard as nails
(f)

as safe as houses
(g)

as silent as the grave
(h)

as free as the wind
(i)

as light as a feather
(j)

as cheap as dirt
· as dull as ditchwater
· as happy as a lark
· as pretty as a picture
· as strong as an ox
· as warm as toast
· as mad as a hatter
· as dead as a dodo
· as fit as a fiddle 
· as nutty as a fruit cake
· as easy as pie
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